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PHIL.-2. &. 
And being found in faſhion as 4 
iran, be humbled himſelf, and 
became obedient unto death, even 


the death of the Croſs. 
\ A 7 Hen, in conſequence of the crit. «. 74.8. 


© P. 275. 
original apoſtaly from 5; \5;.. 


l God, which did baniſh us from 
Paradiſe, and by continued rebel- 
A 3 lions 
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Cen, 4+ 7 


Oen, 2, 17. 
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lions againſt him, inevitable to 
our corrupt and impotent nature, 
mankind had forfeited the amity 
of God, ( the chief of all goods, 
the fountain of all happineſs, ) 
and had incurred his diſpleaſure, 
(the greateſt of all evils, the foun- 
dation of all miſery : ) 

When poor man, having deſer- 
ted his natural Lord and Protec- 
tour, other Lords had got dominion 
over hizz, fo that he was captiva- 
ted by the foul, malicious, cruel 
Spirits, and enſ{Javed to his own 
vain mind , to vile laſts, to wild 
paſſions : 

When, according to an eternal 
rule of juſtice , that fin deſerveth 
puniſhment , and by an expreſs 
Law, wherein death was enacted 
to the tranſgrefilours of God's 
command, the root of our ſtock, 
and conſcquently all its branches 
ſtood adjudged to utter deſtruc- 
tion : 

When, according to St. Paul's 

CX- 
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expreſſions, al/ the World was be- 
come guilty before God, ( or * ſub- *Rom. 2 19. 
jetted to God's Judgment; ) ® a// 9:4. | 
men ( Jews and Gentiles) were Rn] 1 
under fin, > under condemnation , bRom. 3. 16, 
© 1inder the curſes, * all men were _ 3k 
concluded into diſobedience , and 7Rom-1r: 32 
* ſhut up together ( as cloſe- Priſo- * 6.3. -2. 
ners } ander in: * all men had ſin- fow-3: 93+ 
red, and come ſhort of the glory of 
(2d; 5 Death had paſſed over all, ;Rm. 5. 12. 
becauſe all had ſinned : 

When, for us, being plunged in- 
to ſo wretched a condition, no vi- 
ſible remedy did appear, no pol- 
ible redreſs could be obtained 
here below : (For, what means 
could we. have of recovering 
God's favour, who were apt per- 
petually to contract new debts 
and guilts, but not able to dil- 
charge any old ſcores > What ca- 
pacity of mind or will had we to 
entertain mercy, who were no [els 
ſtubbornly perverſe and obdurate 
1N our crimes, then 1gnorant or 111- 

A 4. fi-m? 
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firm 2 How could we be reconci- 
led unto Heaven, who had an in- 
nate antipathy to God and good- 
2 Rom. 6. r2, NEſS? | *S$zx: ( according to our na- 
142% 22. tural ſtate, and ſecluding Evange- 
lical grace ) reigning in our mor- 

b Row.7. 18,5. tal bodies, Þ no good thing dwel- 
ing in 4s ; there being a predomi- 

\em- 7. 23. nant law in our members, warring 
againſt the law of our mind, and 

bringing #s into captivity to the 

lv of ſim; a main ingredient of 

i & -OUr- © old 11.411 being a 4 carnal 
ow; 7%. mind, which is enmity to God, and 
4 f# Lach cannot ſubmit to his Law 5, we be- 
»Fpb.4.1% ing * alievated from the life of God 
Rom. 5.49. by the blindneſs of our hearts, and 
enemies in our minds by wicked 

works © | How could we revive to 

Epic 2:5- any good hope, who were dead 
rI,) ' #n trejpaſſes and ſis, God having 
withdrawn his quickning Spirit ? 

How at leaſt conld we for one 

Plal. 142, 2, MOMent ſtand upright in God's 
[1zht, upon the natural terms, ex- 

Fx 4.31.7 cluding ail 11n,and exacting perfect 
ovedicnce ? ) Waen 
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When this, I ſay, was our for- 
lorn and deſperate caſe, then Al- 
mighty God, out of his infinite 
goodneſs, was pleaſed to look up- 
on us ( as he ſometime did upon 
Feruſaulem, lying polluted in her 
bloud ) with an eye of pity and 
mercy, ſo as gracioully to dcelign 
a redemption for us out of all that 
wotull diſtreſs: And no ſooner by 
his incomprehenſible wifedom did 
he foreſee we ſhould loſq our 
ſcIves, then by his immenſe grace 
he did conclude to reſtore us. 

But how could this happy de- 
ſ1gn well be compaſled ? how, 1n 
conſiſtence with the glory, with 
the juſtice, with the truth of God, 
could ſuch enemies be reconciled, 
\uch offenders be pardoned, ſuch 
wretches be ſaved > Would the 


Ezek. I 6. 6, 


Eph. r. 4, 9, 
i. & 2. It. 
2 Tim. 1.9, 
x Per, I. 20, 
Rev. 13. 8, 
Rom. I6. 2%. 
Tit. Io 2e 


Omnipotent Majeſty , fo atfron- 


tcd , delign to treat with his re- 
bels immediately, without an 1n- 
terceſſour or advocate? Would 
the Sovereign Governour of thc 

world 
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world ſuffer thus notoriouſly his 
right to be violated , his authori- 
ty to be (lighted, his honour to 
be trampled on, without ſome no- 
table vindication or ſatisfaction ? 
Would the great Patron of Juſtice 
relax the terms of it, or ever per- 
mit a groſs breach thereof to pals 
with impunity 2 Would the im- 
mutable God of truth expoſe his 
veracity or his conſtancy to ſu- 
ſpicion, by {ſo reverſing that per- | 
emptory ſentence of death upon v 
{finners , that 1t ſhould not in a 

ſort eminently be accompliſhed ? 
Would the molt righteous and 

molt holy God let lip an OPPOr- 
tunity ſo advantageous for demon- 
ſtrating his perfect love of inno- 
cence, and abhorrence of iniqu1- 
ty ? Could we therefore well be 
cleared from our guilt without an 
explation, or re-inſtated 1n free- 
dom without a ranſome, or ex- 
empted from condemnation with- 
out ſome puniſhment 2? - 


Noz 
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| No; God was ſo pleaſed to 
proſecute his deſigns of goodneſs 
and mercy , as thereby no-wile to 
impair or obſcure, but rather to 
advance and illuſtrate the glories 
of his ſovereign dignity, of his ſe- 
vere juſtice, of his immaculate ho- 
lineſs, of his unchangeable ſteddi- 
neſs in word and purpoſe. He ac- 
cordingly would be ſued to for 
| peace and mercy: nor would he 
grant them abſolutely, without 
due compenſations for the wrongs 
he had ſuſtained; yet fo, that his 
goodneſs did find us a Mediatour, 
and furniſh us with means to fatiſ- 
fie him. He would not conde- 
ſcend to a ſimple remiſſion of our 
debts; yet ſo, that, ſaving his 
right and honour, he did ſtoop 
lower for an effectual abolition of 
them. He would make good his 
word, not to let our treſpafſes go 
unpuniſhed ; yet fo, that by our 
puniſhment we might recerive ad- 
vantage. He would manifeſt = 

C- 


deteſtation of wickedneſs in a way 
more 1lluſtrious, then if he had 
perſecuted it down to Hell, and 
irreverſibly doomed 1t to endlets 
torment. 

But how might theſe things be 
effected 2 Where was there a Me- 
diatour proper and worthy to in- 
tercede for us? Who could pre- 
ſume to ſolicit and plead in our 
behalf? Who ſhould dare to put 
himſelf between God and us, or 
offer to skreen mankind from the 
Divine wrath and vengeance ? 
Who had ſo great an intereſt in 
the Court of Heaven, as to ingra- 
tiate ſuch a brood of apoſtate e- 
nemics thercto2 Who could af- 
ſume the confidence to propoſe 
terms of reconciliation, or to agl- 
tate a new covenant , wherewith 
God might be ſatisfied, and where- 
by we might be ſaved? Where, in 
Heaven or earth, could there be 
found a Pricſt fit to atone for fins 
ſo valtly numerous, fo extreamly 
hainous ? 
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hainous 2 And whence ſhould a 
ſacrifice be taken,of value ſhfficient 
to expiate for ſo manifo}d enor- 
mities, committed againſt\the 1n- 
finite Majeſty of Heaven 2 Who 
could find out the everlaſting re- 
demption of innumerable ſouls, or 
lay down a competent ranſom for 
them all? not to ſay, could alſo 
purchaſe for them eternal life and 
bliſs ? 

Theſe are Queſtions which 
would puzzle all the wit of man, 
yea, would gravel all the wifedom 
of Angels to reſolve : for plain it 
1s, that no creature on earth, none 
in Heaven, could well undertake 
or perform this work. 

Where on carth, among the de- 
generate ſons of Adam, could be 
tound ſach an High Prieſt as be- 
came #5, holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 


ſeparate from ſinners & And how 


could a man , however innocent 
and pure as a Seraphim, ſo per- 
form his duty, as to doe more 
then 


uviar NOTP Ne 
or 6 ago, 
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Heb, 7.26. 
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then merit or ſatisfie for himſelf > 
How many lives could the life of 
one man ſerve to ranſome ; ſeein 

that 1t 1s aflerted of the ——_ 
and richeſt among men, that Noze 
of them can by any means redeem 
his brother, or give to God a ranſon 


for him £ 


And how could available help 
in this caſe be expected from any 
of the Angelical hoaſt ; ſeein 
( beſide their being in nature dif 
ferent from us, and thence 1mpro- 
per to merit or (atisfie for us ; be- 
{fide their comparative meannels , 
and infinite diſtance from the Ma- 
jeſty of God ) they are but our 
tellow-ſervants, and have obligati- 
ons to diſcharge for themſelves, 
and cannot be ſolvent for more 
then for their own debts of grati- 
rude and ſervice to their uf co 
ly-bountifull Creatour 3 they alſo 
themſelves needing a Saviour, to 
preſerve them by his grace in their 
happy ſtate ? 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, no creature might aſpire 
to ſo auguſt an honour, none 
could atchieve ſo marvellous a 
work, as to redeem from imfinite 
wit and miſery the nobleſt part 
of all the viſible Creation : none 
could preſume to invade that high 
prerogative of God, or attempt to. 
infringe the truth of that reitera- 
ted Proclamation, } þ even [ ant the 
Lord, and beſide me there is no Sa- 
IOUY, | 
Wherefore, ſeeing that a fuper- 
eminent dignity of perſon was re- 
quired in our Mediatour, and that 
an immenſe value was to be pre- 
ſented for our ranſome 3. ſeeing 
that God ſaw there was no man, 
and wondred (or took ſpecial no- 
tice ) that there was no interceſſonr: 
It muſt be hzs ar#2 alone that could 
bring ſalvation 5 none beſide God 
himſelf could intermeddle therein. 
But how could God undertake 
the buſineſs? Could he become a 


\utour or interceſſour to his of- 
fended 
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tended felf 2 could he preſent a 
ſacrifice, or disburſe a ſatisfation 
to his own juſtice ? could God a- 
lone contract and ſtipulate with 
God in our behalf? No; ſurely 
Man alto muſt concur in the tran(- 
action : ſome amends mult 1flue 
from him, ſomewhat mult be paid 
out of our ſtock : humane will 
and conſent muſt be interpoſed , 
to ratifie a firm covenant with us, 
inducing obligation on our part. 
It was decent and expedient, that 
as Man , by wilfull tranſgreſſion 
and preſumptuous fſelt-pleaſing , 
had ſo highly offended, injured, - 
and diſhonoured his Maker ; ſo 
Man alſo , by willing obedience, 
and patient ſubmiſſion to God's 
pleaſure , ſhould greatly content, 
right, and glorifie him. 

Here then did lie the ſtreſs ; 
this was the knot which onely 
Divine wiſedom could loſe. And 
ſo indeed it did in a moſt effectual 


and admirable way: for in corre- 
ſpondence 


190 Tai Ss & 


mm fa 


_- 


of our Bleſſed Saulour.s I3 


_ our Holy Religion, ) the which 
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ſpondence to all the exigencies 
of the caſe, ( that God and Man 
both might act their parts1n ſaving 
us,) the Bleſſed eternal Word, the 
Epheſ. r. 5+ 


will of his Father , did vouchſafe Tit. 3: 4+ 
om. 5« 6. 


| onely Son of God , by the good Luk. x. 73. 


to intercede for us, and to under- 
take our redemption; in order 
thereto voluntarily being ſent 64-4. 4. 
down from Heaven, afluming hu- fic Ny 
mane fleſh, ſubjefting himſelf to [B.5.*... 
all the infirmities of our frail na- 

ture, and to the worſt inconvenit- 

encles of our low condition ; 


therein meriting God's favour to Er" 5... 


' us, by a perfect obedience to the 5: 2: 


Law, and fatisfying God's juſtice 

by a moſt patient endurance of 

pains in our behalf; in completi- 

on of all willingly laying down 

his life for the ranſom of our ſouls, 7.7in »- 5: 

and pouring forth his bloud in ſa- v.95. 2. 

crifice for our ſins. es 1 
This is that great and wonder- 


full zzyſtery of godlineſs , ( or of » Tin. 3 16. 
S. Paul 
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S. Paul here doth expreſs, in theſe 
words concerning our Blefled Sa-- 
viour 5 Who being in the form of 
God, thought it no robbery to be e- 
qual with God, but made himſelf of 
0 reputation, and took upon hin 
the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in the likeneſs of men :' And 
being found in faſhion as a man, he 
humbled himſelf, and became obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the 
Croſs. 

In which words are contained 
divers points very obſervable. But 
ſeeing the time w1ll not allow me 
to treat on them in any meaſure 
as they deſerve; I ſhal} ( waving 
all the reſt ) inſiſt but upon one 
particular, :couched in - the laſt 
words, Ever the death of the Croſs; 
which by a ſpecial emphaſis do ex- 


cite us to conſider the manner of 


that Holy Pafſhion, which we now 
commemorate : the contemplation 
whereof, as 1t 1s now molt feaſo- 
nable, ſo it is ever very profitable. 
Now 
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ne 
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Now'then in this kind of Paſ- 


fion we may conſider divers nota- 
ble adjuncts 3 namely theſe. 1. Its 
being in appearance criminal. 
2, Its being moſt bitter and pain- 
full. 3. Its being moſt ignominious 
and ſhamefull. 4. Its peculiar ad- 
vantageouſneſs to the deſigns of 
our Lord in ſuffering. 5. Its prac- 
tical efficacy. 


T. We may conſider our Lord's 
Suffering as Criminal z or as in 
ſemblance being an execution of 


"5 


juſtice, apon him. He (as the Pro- ©. 53. ::. 


phet foretold of him ) was mumn- 
bred among the tranſereſſoursz and 


God ( ſaith S. Paul) made him ſin 2 ©. 5: 37> 


for #5, who knew no (in + that 18, 


God ordered him to be treated as 
a moſt ſinfull or crtminous per- 
ſon, who in himſelf was perfect- 
ly innocent, and void of the leaſt 
inclination to offend. 

So m effect 1t was, that he was 
impeached of the higheſt crimes 3 
B 2 a3 
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Joh..18. 10. AS a Violatour of the Divine Laws 
39.76, 10 divers inſtances 5 as a defigner 
27-40 to ſubvert their Religion and 
Temple ; as an Impoſtour, delu- 
ding and ſeducing the people ; as 
a Blaſphemer, aſſuming to himſelf 
the properties and prerogatives of 
God; as a Seditious and rebelli- 
Luk. 23-22 Ous perſon, perverting the nation , 
= 1 FM = inhibiting payments of tribute to 
T4. Ceſar, ———_ Royal Authority, 
and ſtyling himſelf Chriſt a King - 
zz. jna word, as a Malefattour, or 
one guilty of enormous offences ; 
ſo his perſecutours avowed to P;- 
Job. 18. :0o. Hate, If; ſaid they, he were not a ma- 
lefaFour, we ſhould not have deli- 
vered him up unto thee. As ſuch he 
was repreſented and arraigned 3 as 
ſuch, although by a ſentence wre- 
{ted by malicious importunity, a- 
gainſt the will and conſcience of 
the Judge, he was condemned, 
and accordingly ſuffered death. 
Now whereas any death or paſ- 
ſion of our Lord, as being in it ſelf 
immenſely 
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immenſely valuable, and moſt pre- 
cious in the ſight of God , might 
have been ſufficient toward the ac- 
compliſhment of his general de- 
ſigns, (the appealing God's wrath, 
the ſatisfaction of Divine Juſtice , 
the expiation of our guilt; ) it 
may be inquired, why God ſhould cr 7. j«- 


it, ©: mor1 v0 


thus expoſe him, or why he ſhould 17, wn jar 

chuſe to ſuffer under this odious {#3 ns ih 
and ugly charatter. Which inqui- "-* efe#» 5? 
ry is the more conſiderable, be- © Eu 
cauſe 1t is eſpecially this circum- 

ſtance which croſleth the fleſhly 

ſenſe, and worldly prejudices of 

men, ſo as to have rendred the Go- 

ſpel offenſive to the ſuperſtitious 

Jews, and deſpicable to conceited 

Gentiles. For ſo Tryphorn 1n Juſtire jut. m1, Hu.;. 
Martyr, although, from conviction 3'7 

by teſtimonies of Scripture, he did 

admit the Meſſzzs was to ſuffer 

hardly, yet that it ſhould ben this 


accurſed MANNET, he could not di- * Orig, c, Celſ; 


geſt. So the great adverſaries of 2-5.83-7.5.368. 
Aug, de Civ.D. 


Chriſtianity (* Cel/as, Porphyrie, \«, 8. 
B 3 Tur 
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Cyril. « 7:1.6- Julian, ) did with molt contempt 


P- 194+ 


x Cor. I. 23. 


fooliſhneſs. 


urge this exception againſt it. So 
S. Paul did obſerve , that Chriſt 
crucified was unto the Jews a ſtum- 
bling-block, and unto the Greeks 
Wherefore to avoid 
thoſe ſcandals, and that we may 
better admire the Wiſedom of 
God in this diſpenſation, it may 
be fit to aſlign ſome Reaſons inti- 
mated in Holy Scripture, or bea- 
ring conformity to its Doctrine , 
why it was thus ordered. Such 
are theſe. 

1. As our Saviour freely did 
undertake a life of greateſt mean- 
neſs and hardſhip, ſo upon the 
hike accounts he might be pleaſed 
to undergo a death moſt loathſom 
and uncomfortable. There 1s no- 
thing to man's nature ( eſpecially 
to the beſt natures, in which mo- 
delty and ingenuity do ſurvive ) 
more abominable then ſuch a 
death. God for good purpoſes 
hath planted in our conſtitution a 
quick 


| 
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quick ſenſe of diſgrace z and of all 
diſgraces that which proceedeth 
from an imputation of crimes 1s 
moſt pungent ; and being conſci- 
ous of our innocence doth heigh- 
ten the ſmart 3 and to reflect up- 
on our ſelves dying under it, lea- 
ving the World with an indeleble . 
ſtain upon our name and memory, 
is yet more grievous. Even to lan- 
guiſh by degrees, enduring the 
torments of a long, however ſharp 
diſeaſe, would to an honeſt mind 
ſeem more eligible, then in this 
manner, being reputed and han- 
dled as a villain , to find a quick 
and eafie diſpatch. 

Of which humane reſentment 
may we not obſerve a touch in 
that expoſtulation, Be ye come ont Luk. 22. 52. 
as againſt a thief with ſwords and Vt 36. $- 
ftaves If as a Man he did not 
like to be proſecuted as a thief ; 
yet willingly did he chuſe it, as he 
did other moſt diſtaſtfull things , 
pertaining to our nature, ( the 
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likeneſs of man, ) and incident to 
that low condition, ( the form of 
a ſervant, ) into which he did put 
himſelf : ſuch as were, to endure 
penury, and to fare hardly, to be 
{lighted , envied, hated, reproa- 
ched through all his courſe of 
Life. 

It is well faid by a Pagan Phi- 
loſopher, that zo mar doth expreſs 
- ſuch a reſpe@ and devotion to Ver- 
tne, 4s doth he who forfeiteth the 
repute of being a good man, that he 
may not loſe the conſcience of being 
ſuch. This our Lord willingly 
made his caſe, being content not 
onely to expoſe his Life, but to 
proſtitute his Fame, for the inte- 
reſts of Goodneſs. 

Had he died otherwiſe, he 
might have ſeemed to purchaſe our 
welfare at a ſomewhat eafle rate 3 
he had not been fo compleat a ſuf- 
ferer; he had not taſted the worſt 
that Man 1s liable to endure : 
there had been a comfort 1n ſee- 
ming 
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ming innocent, detraing from 
the perfetion of his ſufferance. 

Whereas therefore he often was job. 5.13.8.37, 
in hazzard ofdeath, both from the {7} 737:,99 
clandeſtine machinations, and the 
outrageous violencesof thoſe who 
maligned him, he did induſtriouſ- 
ly ſhun a death ſo plauſible, and 
honourable, if I may fo ſpeak ; it 
being not ſo diſgracefull to fall by 
private malice, or by ſudden rage, 
as by the ſolemn deliberate pro- 
ceeding of men in publick autho- 
rity and principal credit. 

Accordingly this kind of death 
did not fall upon him by ſurprize, 
or by chance 3 but he did froze jc. 6.6, 
the beginning foreſee it ; he plain- 
Iy with ſatisfaction did aim at it : 
He (as it 1s related 1n the Goſpels) 
did /hew his Diſciples, that 1t was 
incumbent on him by God's ap- 
pointment and his own choice ; - 
that he ought (*tis ſaid) fo ſaffer Matt. 16. 21. 
many things, to be rejected by the Wig: 
chief Prieſts, Elders, and Scribes, 


to 
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to be wilified by them, to be delive- 
red up to the Gentiles, to be mocked, 
and ſcourged, and crucified, as a 
flagitious flave. Thus would our 
Bleſſed Saviour, in conformity to 
the reſtof his voluntary afflictions, 
and for a conſummation of them, 
not onely ſuffer in his Body by 
fore wounds and bruifes, and in 


his Soul by dolefull agonies, but 


m his Name alſo and Reputation 
by the fouleſt ſcandals ; undergo- 
ing as well all the infamy as the1in- 
firmity which did belong to us, or 
might befal] us : thus meaning by 
all means thoroughly to expreſs 
his charity, and exercife his com- 
paſlion towards us ; thus advan- 
cing his merit, and diſcharging the 
atmoſt ſatisfaction in our behalt. 
2. Death paſiing on him as a 
Malefactour by publick ſentence, 
did bir tute to the nature of his 
undertaking, was moſt congruous 
to his intent,did moſt aptly repre- 
ſent what he was doing, and im- 


ply 
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ply the reaſon of his performance. 
For We all are guilty ina moſt high 
degree, and in a manner very no- 
torious z the fouleſt ſhame toge- 
ther with the ſharpeſt pain is due 
to us for affronting our glorious 
Maker, we deſerve an open con- 
demnation and exemplary puniſh- 
ment : wherefore He, undertaking 
in our ſtead to bear all, and fully 
to ſatisfie for us, was pleaſed to 
undergo the like Judgment and u- 
ſage ; being termed , being trea- 
ted as we ſhould have been, in 
quality of an hainous MalefaCtour, 
as we 1n truth are. What wehad 


really acted in diſhonouring and 


uſurping upon God, in diſorde- 
ring the world, in perverting 0- 
thers, that was imputed to him; 
and the puniſhment due to that 


guilt was inflicted on him. AP 1x. 5;. 6. 


we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we 
have turned every one to his 'own 
| way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquities of #8 all, He 
| there- 
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therefore did not onely ſuſtain an 
equivalent pain for us, but in a 
ſort did bear an equal blame with 
us, before God and Man. 

3. Seeing by the determinate 
counſel of God it was appointed 
that our Lord ſhould die for us, 
and that not in a natural, but vio- 
lent way, ſo as perfealy to fatiſ- 
fie God's juſtice, to vindicate his 
honour, to evidence both his in- 
dignation againſt fin, and willing- 
neſs to be appeaſed ; it was moſt 
fit that affair ſhould be tranſacted 
m a way, wherein God's right is 
moſt nearly concerned, and his 
providence moſt plainly diſcerni- 
ble ; wherein it ſhould be moſt 
apparent that God did exact and 
inflict the puniſhment, that our 
Lord did freely yield to it, and 
ſubmiſhvely undergo it,upon thoſe 
very accounts. All judgment (as 
Moſes of old did ſay) is God's, or 
is adminiſtred by authority deri- 


ved from him, in his name, for 
his 


| 
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his intereſt ; all Magiſtrates being 
his Officers, and inſtruments, where- 
by he governeth and ordereth the 
world, his natural Kingdom : 
whence that which is acted in way 
of formal judgment by perſons in 
authority , God himſelf may be 
deemed in a more ſpecial and im- 
mediate manner to execute it, as 
being done by his commiſſton, in 
his read, on his behalf, with his 
peculiar ſuperintendence. It was 
therefore in our Lord a ſignal a& 
of deference to God's Authority 
and Juſtice, becoming the perſon 
ſuſtained by him of our Mediatour 
and Proxy, to undergo ſuch a 
judgement,and ſuch a puniſhment 


whereby he received a doom as it 


were from God's own mouth, ut- 
tered by his Miniſters , and bare 
the ſtroke of juſtice from God's 
hand, repreſented by his inſtru- 
ments. Whence very ſeafonably 
and. pariently did he reply to P:- 


late, Thou hadſt no power over me, Joh, xg. 11. 
( or "7 (ar. 
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(or againſt me, ) except it were gi- 
ven thee from above + \mplying , 
that it was in regard to the origt- 
nally-Supreme Authority of God 
his Father, and to his particular 
appointment upon this occaſion, 
that our Saviour did then frankly 
ſubje&t himſelf to thoſe 1nferiour 
powers, as to the proper miniſters 
of Divine juſtice. Had he fut- 
fered in any other way, by the 
private malice or .paſtion of men, 
God's ſpecial providence in that 
caſe had been leſs vilible, and our 


' Lord's obedience not io remarka- 


ble. And if he muſt die by pu- 
blick hands, it muſt be as a crimi- 
nal, under a pretence of guilt and 
demerit ; there muſt be a formall 
proceſs, how full ſoever of mocke- 
ry and outrage ; there muſt bete- 
ſtimonies produced, how void fo- 
ever of truth or probability ; there 
muſt be a ſentence pronounced, 
althongh moſt corrupt and injurt- 
ous : for no man is in this way 


per- 


| 


| 
| 
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perſecuted, without colour of de- 
ſert: otherwiſe 1t would ceaſe to 
be publick authority, and become 
lawleſs violence ; the proſecutour 
then would put off the face of a 
Magiſtrate , and appear as a cut- 
throat, or a robber. 

4. In fine, our Saviour hardly 
with ſuch advantage, in any other 
; way,could have diſplayed all kinds 
of Vertue and Goodneſs, to the 
: honour of God, to the edification 
t | of men, to the furtherance of our 
- | falvation. 

. The Judgment-hall, with all 
R the paſlages leading him thither, 
- | and thence toexecution, attended 
{ | with guards of ſouldiers , amid(t 
[i the crouds and clamours of people, 
» were as ſo many theaters,on which 
hs he had opportune convenience, 1n 
- | the full eye of thic world, to at 
= divers parts of ſublimeſt Vertue : 
], | to expreſs his inſuperable Con- 
1- ſtancy, in atteſting truth, and 
y ' maintaining a good conſcience 
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his Meekneſs, in calmly bearing 
the greateſt wrongs ; his Patience, 
in contentedly enduring the fad- 
deſt adverſities; his intire Reſig- 
nation to the will and providence 
of God ; his peaceable Submiſhion 
to the law and power of man ; 
his admirable Charity, in pitying, 
in excufing, in obliging thoſe by 
his good wiſhes, and earneſt pray- 
ers for their pardon, who in a 
manner ſo injurious, ſo deſpitefull, 
{o cruel, did perfecute him, yea, 
in'gladly ſuffering all this from 
their hands for their ſalvation ; his 
unſhakeable Faith in God, and 
unalterable Lovetoward him, un- 
der ſo fierce a tria}, ſo dreadfull a 
temptation. All theſe excellent 
Vertues and Graces, by the matter 
being thus ordered, in a degree 
moſt eminent, and in a manner ve- 
ry conſpicuous, were demonſtra- 
ted, to the praiſe of God's Name, 
and the commendation of his 


Truth ; for the ſettlement of our 
Faith 


| 
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Faith and Hope 3 for an inſtructi- 


on and an encouragement to us 
of good practice in thole higheſt 
inſtances of Vertue. 

It 1s a paſlable notion among 
the moſt eminent Pagan Sagecs, 
that no very exemplary 
Vertue can well appear 
otherwiſe then in nota- 
ble misfortune. Whence 
"tis ſaid 1n P/ato, that to 
approve a man heartily 
righteous , ' he muſt be 
ſconrged, tortured, bound, 
have his two eyes burnt 
out, and in the cloſe, 
having ſuffered all evils, 
21ſt be impaled, or cru- 
cited. And, * It was 
( ſaith Semeca ) the 
crp of poiſon which made So- 
crates a4 great man, and which 
ont of priſon did transfer hit 
to heaven, or did procure to 
him that lofty eſtcem ; affor- 
ding him opportunity to lig- 
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+1ual.fwt nalize his conſtancy, his equani- 

ala joriz mity , his unconcernedneſle for 

| £.104 this world and life. And, The ver- 

| | by; gay ( faith he again) and the in- 

; | of Sy rocence of Rutilius would have lain 

s) brig hid, if it had not (by condemna- 

Sen, Ep. 79 tion and exile) received injury; 

while it was violated, it brightly 

| ſhone forth, And he that ſaid this 
of others, was himſelf in nothin 

8 ' ſo illuſtrious, as in handſomely 

| entertaining that death to which 

he was by the bloudy tyrant adjud- 

ocd. And generally, the moſt ho- 

nourable perſons in the judgment 

of poſterity for gallant worth, to 

$.1. 4 11.1: this very end (as ſuch Philoſophers 

p.r. « £:oc. teach) were by Divineprovidence 

7: 4:195* delivered up to ſuffer opprobrious 

condemnations and puniſhments, 

by the ingratefull malignity of their 

| times. So that the Greeks, 1n con- 

ſiſtence with their own wiſedom 

and experience, could not reaſo- 

nably ſcorn that Croſs which our 

good Lord (didnot onely, as did 


their 
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their beſt Worthies, by forcible 
accidentall conſtraint undergo , 
but) adviſedly by free choice did 
undertake, to recommend the 
moſt excellent Vertues to 1mitati- 
on, and to promote the moſt no- 
ble deſigns that could be, by its 
influence. 

So great Reaſon there was, that 
our Lord ſhould thus ſuffer as a 
Criminal. 


IT. We may conſider, that in 
that kind his Suffering was moſt 
Bitter and Paintfull. Eaſily we 
may imagine what acerbity of Pain 
muſt be endured by our Lord, in 
his tender lims being ſtretched 
forth, racked, and tentered, and 
continuing fora good time in ſuch 


a poſture ; by the piercing his hands Pl. -2. if 


and his feet, parts very nervous 
and exquiſitely ſenſ1ble,with ſharp 
nails, (to that, as 1t 1s ſaid of Jo- 


ſeph, the iron entred into his Soul; ) pul. $05. 18 


by abiding expoſed to the injuries 
'2 of 
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of the Sun ſcorching , the wind 


beating, the weather ſearching 
his grievous wounds and ſores. 
Such a Pain it was 3 and that no 
ſtupefying, no tranſient pain, but 
one both very acute, and lingring : 
for we ſce, that he together with 
his fellow-ſuſferers had both pre- 
ſence of mind, and time to diſ- 
courſe. Even fix long hours did 
he remain under ſuch torture, ſaſ- 
taining in each moment of them 
beyond the pangs of an ordinary 
death. But as the caſe was ſo hard 
and ſad, ſo the reaſon of it was 
oreat , and the fruit anſwerably 
go00d. Our Saviour did embrace 
ſuch a Paſſion, that in being thus 
content to endure the molt into- 
lerable ſmarts for us, he might de- 
monſtrate the vehemence of his 
love; that he might ſignifie the 
hainouſnels of our fins, which de- 
ſerved that from ſuch a perſon ſo 
heavy puniſhment {ſhould be ex- 
acted 3 that he might appear to 
yield 
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yield a valuable compenſation for 
thoſe pains which we ſhould have 
ſuffered ; that he thoroughly might 
exemplifie the hardeſt duties of 0- 
bedience and patience, 


I I I. This manner of Suffering 
was (as molt ſharp and attlictive, 
ſo) moſt Vile and Shamefull; be- 
Ing proper to the baſelt condition 


of the worſt men, and unworthy q«an»s nocen- 
te, videatur 1'- 
dignum, Lact, 


and guilty. It was ſervile ſappli- + **: 


of a free-man , however nocent 


cinm, a puniſhment never by the 
Romans , under whoſe Law our 
Lord ſuffered, legally inflicted up- 
on free-men, but upon ſlaves one- 
ly ; that is, upon people ſcarcely 
regarded as men, having 1n a ſort 
forfeited or loſt themſelves. And 
among the fews that execution 
which moſt approached thereto , 
and in part agreed with it, (for 
their Law did not allow any ſo 
inhumane puniſhment, ) hanging 
up the dead bodies of ſome that 
"43 had 


Auod etiam ho, 
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had been put to death, was held 
moſt infamous and execrable : for, 
Curſed, ſaid the Law, 7s cvery one 
that hangeth upon a tree 5, curſed, 
that 1s, devated to reproach and 
malediction : accurſed by God,faith 
the Hebrew, that 1s, ſeeming to be 
rejected by God,and by his ſpecial 

order expoſed to aftiliction. 
Indeed, according to the courſe 
of things, to be ſet on high, and 
for continuance of time to be ob- 
jetted to the view of all that paſs 
by, in that calamitous poſture , 
doth infuſe bad ſuſpicion, doth 
provoke cenſure, doth invite con- 
tempt and ſcorn, doth naturally 
draw forth language of deriſion, 
deſpight and deteſtation 3 eſpeci- 
ally from the inconfiderate, hard- 
hearted and rude vulgar, which 
commonly doth think, ſpeak, and 
deal according to event and ap- 
Pearance : ( Sequitur fortu- 
nam ſemper, &* odit _— 
e 


Kev, 10.33 Whence F272 1c::221, to be ma 
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a gazing-ſiock , or an object of 
reproach to the multitude, is by 
the Apoſtle mentioned as an ag- 
oravation of the hard{hips endu-, 
red by the Primitive Chriſtians. 
And thus in extremity d1d it be- 
fall our Lord : for we reade, that 
the people did in that condition 
mock, jear, and revile him, draw- ;z,uwrg.n 
ingup theirnoſes, abuſing him by 79 
ſcurrilous geſtures, letting out their Luk. 23-35-36- 
virulent and wanton tongues a- 7 
gainſt him ; ſo as to verifie that 
prediction, { am a reproach of mer, vi. 22.6, 7, 8. 
and deſpiſed of the people : All they 
that ſee me laugh me to ſcorn; they 
ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the head, 
ſaying, He truſted in the Lord, let 
him, deliver him, ſeeing he deligh- 
ted in him. 

The ſame perſons who formerly 
had admired his glorious works, war. s. 33. 
who had been raviſhed with his ** + 773 
excellent diſcourſes, who had fol- 
lowed and favoured him ſo earneſt- 
ly, who had bleſſed and magni- 
C 4 hd 
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fied him, ( for he, faith S. Luke, 
taught in the Synagogues, being glo- 
rified by all,) even thoſe very per- 
ſons did then behold him with 
pitileſs contempt and defpight. In 
correſpondence to that prophecie, 
they look and ſtare upon me, eigine 
6 Az; Srwepv, the people ſtood ga- 
Zing on him, in a moſt ſcornfyll 
manner,venting contemptuous and 
ſpitefull reproaches ; as we ſee re- 
ported in the Evangelical Story. 
Thus did our Bleſſed Saviour 

endure the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame. 
Deſpiſmmg the ſhame, that 1s, not 
ſimply diſregarding it, or (with 
a Stoical haughtineſs, with a Cy- 

nical immodeſty , with a ſtupid 
careleſneſs) flighting it as no evil 3 

but not eſchewing 1t,or not rating 
it for ſo great an evil, that to de- 
cline 1t he would neglect the pro- 
{ecution of his great and glorious 
deſigns. 

There 1s 1nnate to man an aver- 


ation and abhorrency from dif- 


gracefull 
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2racefull abuſe, noleſs ſtrong then 
are the like antipathies to pain : 
whence cruel mockines and ſconr- Heb. 11. 36, 
£7ngs are coupled as ingredients of 

the ſore perſecutians ſuſtained by 

God's faithfull Martyrs. And ge- 

nerally men with more readineſs 

will embrace, with more conten- 

tedneſs will endure the cruclty of 

the latter, then of the former 3 

Pain not ſo {martly affedting the 

lower ſenſe, as being inſolently 
contemned doth grate upon the 

fancy, and wound even the mind 

it ſelf. For, the wounds of infamy prov. is. g, 
do ( as the Wiſe mar telleth us) 3: 


go down into the innermoſt parts of 


the belly, reaching the very heart, 
and touching the ſoul to the 
quick. 

We therefore need not doubt, 
but that our Saviour as a man, en- 
dowed with humane paſſions, was 
{en{ible of this natural evil ; and 
that ſuch indignities did adde fome- 
what of loathſomnelſs to his cup of 
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artliction 3 eſpecially conſidering, 
that his great charity diſpoſed 
him to grieve, obſerving men to 
act ſo indecently, ſo unworthily, 
ſo unjuſtly toward him : yet in 
conſideration of the glory that 
would thence accrue to God, of 
the benefit that would redound to 
us, of the joy that was ſet before 
him, when he ſhould ſee of the tra- 
vel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied, he 
moſt willingly did accept, and 
moſt gladly did comport with 1t. 
He became a curſe for #s, expoſed 
to maledidtion and reviling : He 
endured the contradiftion (or ob- 
loquy) of ſenfull men: He was de- 
ſpiſed, rejeFed, and diſeſteemed of 
z2en : He in common apprehenſion 
was deſerted by God, according, 
to that of the Prophet, We did e- 
ſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God, 
and afflited; himſelf even ſeeming 
toconcur in thatopinion. So was 
he made a curſe for #s, that we, as 
the Apoſtle teacheth, might be re- 
deemed 
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deemed from the curſe of the Law 
that is, that we might be freed 
from the exemplary puniſhment 
due to our tranſgreſſions of the 
Law, with the diſpleaſure of God 
appearing therein, and the diſgrace 
before the world attending it. He 


choſe thus to make himſelf of 10 re- pits. 5. 
putation , vouchfating to be dealt 4, 


with as a wretched {lave, and a 
wicked miſcreant, that we might 
be exempted, not onely from the 
torment, but alſo from the igno- 
miny which we had merited ; that 
together with our life, our ſafety, 
our liberty, we might even reco- 
ver that honour which we had for- 
feited and imbezzled. 

But leſt any ſhould be tempted 
not ſufficiently to value theſe ſuf- 
ferances of our Lord. as not ſo 
rare, but that other men have ta- 
ſted the like; leſt any ſhould pre- 
ſume to compare them with at- 
tictions incident to other pertons, 


as Celſzs did compare them - with _ eeCelſe7 + 
thoſe 
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thoſe of Anixarchus and EpiGetus; 
it is requiſite to conſider ſome re- 
markable particulars about them. 
We may then conſider, that 
not onely the infinite Dignity of 
his Perſon, and the perfe&t Inno- 
cency of his Lite did enhance the | 
price of his Sufferings 3 but ſome | 
Endowments peculiar to him, and 
ſome Circumſtances adhering to his 
deſign, did much augment their 
force. | 
He was not onely, according to | 
the frame and temper of humane |. 
nature, ſenſibly touched with the 
pain, the ſhame, the whole com- 
bination of diſaſters apparently 
waiting on his Paſſion 3 as God 
(when he did inſert ſenſe and paſ- 
ſion into our nature, ordering ob- 
jets to affet them) did intend 
we {ſhould be, and as other men 
in like circumſtances would have 
been ; but in many reſpects beyond 
that ordinary rate: ſo that no man, 


we may ſuppoſe, could have felt 
ſuch 
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ſuch grief from them as he did, no 
man ever hath been ſenſ1ble of any 
thing comparable to what he did 
endure ; that paſlage being truly 
applicable to him, Behold and ſee,if 1m. i, mn, 
there be any ſorrow like to my ſor- 
row, which is done unto me, where- 
with the Lord hath affli&ed me in 
the day of his fierce anger; as that 
unparallel'd ſweating out great IumMPps Luk. 22. 44. 
of bloud may argue and as the 
terms expreſſing his reſentments 
do intimate. For,in reſpect of pre- 


ſent evils, he ſaid of himſelf, My wa.26.37,;3; 
foul 3s exceedingly ſorrowfull to 


death ; he is ſaid a9Y wc, to be Lutz 44 
7n great angeuiſhand anxiety, to be 
In 4 agony or pang of ſorrow. In 
regard to miſchicts which he ſaw 
coming on, he 1s ſaid to be di/- 1ob. 13.27 
turb'd in ſpirit, and to be ſore a- ic 14% 55, 
mazed, or diſmayed at them. To 
ſuch an exceeding height did the 
ſenſe of incumbent evils, and thc 
proſpect of impendent calamitics, 
the apprehenſion of his caſe, toxc- 
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ther with a reflexton on our 
condition , skrew up his affec- 
tiONs. 

And no wonder that ſuch a 
burthen, cven the weight of all 
the fins (the numberleſs moſt hai- 
nous ſins and abominations) that 
ever were committed by mankind, 
by appropriation of them to him- 
{clt , lying on his ſhoulders, he 
{ſhould fecl it heavy, or ſeem to 
croutch and groan under it z that 
in the mv{t:cal Pſalm, applied by 
the Apoſtle to him, he ſhould cry 
out, Iynumerable evils have com- 
paſſed me about, mine iniquities have 
taken hold upon me, ſo that I an 
not able to look ups they are more 
then the hairs of my head, and my 
heart faileth ime. The ſight of 
God's indignation ſo dreadtully 
Haming out againſt fin, might well 
altonith and terrify him : Toſtand, 
as 1t were, before the mouth of 
Hell bclching fire and brimſtone 1n 
his face; to lie down 1n the hot- 

teſt 
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teſt furnace of Divine vengeance 5 
to quench with his own heart- 
bloud the wrath of Heaven, and 
the infernal. fire, (as he did in re- 
gard to thoſe who will not re- 
kindle them to themſclves, ) might 
well in the heart of a man beget 
unconceivable and unexpreſlible 
preſſures of aftliction. When ſuch 
a Father (ſo infinitely good and 
kind to him, whom he ſo dearly 
and perfe&ly loved) did hide his 
face from him, did frown on him, 
how could he otherwiſe then be 
mightily troubled 2 Is it ſtrange 
that ſo hearty a love, ſo tender a 
pity, contemplating our | ſinful- 
neſs, and experimenting our wret- 
chedneſs, ſhould be deeply tou- 
ched ? To ſee, I ſay, fo plainly, 
to feel fo thoroughly the horrible 
blindneſs, the folly, the infideli- 
ty, the ;mbecillity, the ingrati- 
tude,the 1ncorrig1bility, the ſtr ange 
perverſencſs, perf 1diouſnels, ma- 
lice and cruclty of mankind in fo 

many 
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many inſtances, (in the Treaſon 
of 74s, in the Denial of Peter, 
in the Deſertion of all the Apo- 


[tles, in the Spite and rage of the _ 


per ſecutours,] in the Falſhood of the 
witneſles, 11 the Abuſcs of the 
people, in the Compliance of P3- 


late, 1n a general Conſpiracy of 


friends and foes to ſin ,) all theſe 
ſurrounding him,all invading him, 
al] diſcharging themſelves upon 
him z would it not aſtone a mind 
ſo pure ? would 1t not wound a 
heart ſo tender and full of cha- 
rity ? 

Surely, any of thoſe perſons 
who fondly do pretend unto, or 
vainly do glory 1n a ſullen apathy, 
or a {tubborn contempt of the c- 
vils incident to our nature and 
ſtate, would 1n ſuch a caſe have 
been utterly dejected : The moſt 
reſolved Philoſopher would have 
becn daſhed into confulton at the 
ſight, would have been cruſhed 
ito deſperation under the ſenſe 


— ————— — . 


ot 


_—— eyes 


"mn our Bleſſed Saviour. 


—— 


of thoſe evils which did aſtault 
Him. 

With the greatneſs of the cau- 
ſes, the goodneſs of his conſtitu- 
tion did conſpire to encreaſe his 
Sufferings. For ſurely, as his com- 
plexion was moſt pure and deli- 
cate, his ſpirit molt vivid and ap- 


prehenfive, his affections moſt pli- 


ant and tradable ; ſo accordingly 
would the impreſſions upon him 
be moſt ſenſible, and conſequent- 
ly the pains which he felt (in body 
or ſoul) moſt afflictive. 

That we 1n like caſes are not 
alike moved , that we do not 


. tremble at the apprehenſions of 


God's diſpleaſure, that we are not 
affrighted with the ſenſe of our 


ſins, that we do not with fad. 


horrour reſent our danger and our 
miſery, doth ariſe from that we 


; have very glimmering and faint 


conceptions of thoſe matters 5 or 
that they do not 1n ſo clear and 


lively a manner ſtrike our fancys 
(not 
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(not appearing 1n their true na- 
ture and proper ſhape, ſo hainous 
and ſo hideous as they really are 
in themſelves and in their conſe- 
quencesz ) or becauſe we have 
but weak perſuaſtons about them ; 


or becauſe we do but ſlightly con- 


fider them 3 or from that our 
hearts are very hard and callous, 
our affections very cold and dull, 
ſo that nothing of this nature (no- 
thing beſide groſs material affairs) 
can mollifie or melt them 3 or for 
that we have 1n us ſmall love to 
God, and a ſlender regard to oyr 
own welfare; in fine, for that in 
{piritual matters we are neither ſo 
wiſe, ſo ſober, ſo ſerious, nor fo 
good or ingenuous, in any reaſo- 
nable meaſure, as we ſhould be. 
But our Saviour in all thoſe re- 
ſpecs was otherwiſe diſpoſed. He 
moſt evidently diſcerned the wrath 
of God, the grievouſneſs of ſin, 
the wretchedneſs of man, moſt 
truly, moſt fully, moſt ſtrongly 


repre- 
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repreſented to his mind : He moſt 
firmly believed, yea moſt cer- 
tainly knew, what-ever God's 
Law had declared about them : 
He did exactly confider and weigh 
them : His heart was moſt ſoft 
and ſenſible , his afteGions were 
moſt quick and excitable by their 
due obje&ts: He was full of duti- 
full love to God, and moſt ar- 
dently defirous of our good, bea- 
ring a more then fraternal good 
w1ll towards us. Whence''tis not 
fo marvellous that as a Man, as a 
tranſcendently-wiſe and good man, 
he was ſo vehemently attected by 
thoſe occurrences, that his 1mag1- 
nation was ſo troubled, and his 
paſſions ſo ſtirred by them ; ſo 
that he thence did ſuffer in a man- 
ner, and to a degree unconcetiva- 


ble; according to that ejaculation 


in theCreek Liturgies, Aiz 2 23va- 
Eawv 0s TUAMULTUY EXinoov TUES » 
Xes, By thy unknown ſufferings, O 
Chriſt,have mercy on #4. But farther, 
W 2 IV. We 
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| IV. We may conſider, that this 
| way of Suffering had in it ſome 
1 particular Advantages, conducing 
to the accompliſhment of our 
Lord's principal deſigns. 

Its being very notorious, and 
laſting a competent time, were 
good Advantages. For if he had 


denly diſpatched, no ſuch great 
notice would have been taken of 


have been ſo fully proved, to the 
confirmation of our faith, and con- 
viction of infidelity : nor had that 
his excellent deportment - under 
ſuch bitter affliction (his moſt Di- 
vine Patience, Meekneſs and Cha- 
rity) ſo illuſtriouſly ſhone forth. 
Wherefore to prevent all excepti- 
ons, and excuſes of unbelief, (to- 
gether with other collateral good 
purpoſes, ) Divine Providence did 
ſo manage the buſineſs , that as 
the courte of his life, ſo alſo the 

man- 


been privately made away, or fud- | 


i it, nor would the matter of fact 


: 
| * 
» 
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manner of his death , ſhould be 


ſpake jreely to the world, and in ſe- 
cret have I done nothing, ſaid he of 


himſelf; and, 7 heſe things (faid S. aa. . 26. 


Paul toKing Agrippa )were not done 
71 a corner. Such were the procee- 
dings of his life, not cloſe or clan- 
cular, but frank and open ; not 


| preſently huſhed up, but leiſurely 


carried on in the face of the world, 
that men might have the advan- 
tage to obſerve and examine them. 
And as he lived, ſo he died moſt 
publickly and viſibly ; the world 
being witneſs of his Death, and 
{o prepared to believe his Reſur- 
rection, and thence diſpoſed to 


embrace his Dodrine; according 
to what he did foretell, 1 being Jo. 2. 32. 


lifted up from the earth, ſhall draw 


all men to me: for he drew all. 


men by ſo obvious a Death to take (tren. 2. 26.) 


notice of it ; he drew all well-dit- 
poſed perſons from the wondrous 


canſequences of it to believe on 
D 3 him. 


moſt conſpicuouſly remarkable. [ jb. 18. 2o. 
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him. And, As ( ſaid he again ) 
Moſes did exalt the —_ the 
wilderneſs, ſo nmſt the Son of man 
be exalted. As the elevation of 
that myſterious Serpent did render 
it viſible, and did attraG the eyes 
of people toward it 3. whereby, 
God'spower inviſltbly accompany- 
ing that Sacramental performance, 
they were cured of thoſe mortife- 
rous ſtings which they had recei- 
ved : ſo our Lord, being moun- 
ted on the Croſs, allured the eyes 
of men to behold him, and their 
hearts to cloſe with him 3 where- 
by, the heavenly virtue of God's 
Spirit co-operating, they become 
ſaved from thoſe Etrudive ſins, 
which from the Devil's ſerpen- 
_ in{tigations they. had incur- 
red. 

Another Advantage of this kind 
of Suffering was, that by it the 
nature of that Kingdom which he 
d1d intend to erect was evidently 
Hgmified ; that it was not _—_ 
TC 
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the catnal people did expect, an 
external, earthly, temporal King- 
dom, conſiſting in domination o- 
ver the bodies and eſtates of men, 
dignified by outward wealth and 
ſplendour, managed by worldly 
power and policy, promoted by 
forcible compulſion and terrour of 
arms, affording the advantages of 
ſafety, quiet, and proſperity here ; 
but a Kingdom purely ſpiritual, 
celeſtial, eternal; conſiſting 1 
the governance of mens hearts 
and minds; adorned with endow- 
ments of wrſedom and vertue ; ad- 
miniſtred by the conduct and grace 
of God's Holy Spirit ; upheld and 
propagated by meek inſtruction, 
by vertuous example , by hearty 
devotion, and humble patience z 
rewarding its loyal ſubjeds with 
ſpiritual joys and canſolations 
now, with heavenly reſt and bliſs 
hereafter. No other Kingdom 
could he prefume to deſign, who 
ſubmitted to this dolorous and diſ- 
D 4 gracetull 
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oracefull way of ſuffering : No 
other exploits could he pretendto 
atchieve by expiring on a Croſs : 
No other way could he rule, who 
gave himſelf to be managed by 
the will of his adverſaries: No o- 
ther benefits would this forlorn 
caſe allow him to diſpenſe. So 
that well might he then aſſert, My 
Kingdom is not of this world,when 
he was going in this ſignal way 
to demonſtrate that important 
truth. 

It was alſo a moſt convenient 
touch-ſtone to prove the genuine 
diſpoſition and worth of men 5 (6 
as to diſcriminate thoſe wiſe, ſo- 
ber, ingenuous, ſincere, generous 
ſouls, whocould diſcern true good- 
neſs through ſo dark a cloud, wha 
could love it though ſo 1ll-favou- 
redly disfigured, who could em- 
brace and avow 1t notwithſtan- 
ding ſo terrible diſadvantages 3 it 
ſerved, I ſay, to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
bleſſed ones, who would not be of- 
fended 
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fended in pim, or by the ſcandal of 6al. 5. . 


the croſs be diſcouraged from ad- OE = 
hering to him, from the crew of 
blind , vain, perverſe , haughty 
people, who, being ſcandalizedat 
his adverſity, would contemn and 
reject him. 
Another conſiderable Advantage 
was this, that by it God's ſpecial ciryſ. Ton, 6; 
Providence wasdiſcovered,and his ***©** 
glory illuſtrated in the propagation 
ofthe Goſpel. For how could it be, 
thata perſon of ſo low parentage, 
of ſo mean garb,of ſo poor conditi- 
on, who underwent folamentable 
and deſpicable a kind of death, fal- 
ling under the pride ard ſpire of 
his enemi-s, ſo ezfilv :nould gain 
ſo general ro opinio 'nthe world 
(even among the bei, t'ie wile't, 
the great it p: :f& 5) ot veing te 
Lord of 'Ife wind Prvry® | WW, i *ay, Soap 
could it :appe: chat wch a mira- 
cle could! _ -#tcected vii hot God's 
aid and ipcciai £1 arrence 2 That 
King Herod , who from a long 
re1gn 
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reign in flouriſhing ſtate, with 
proſperous ſucceſs in his enterpri- 
ſes, did attain the name of Great, 
or that Veſpaſear, who triumphant- 
ly did aſcend the Imperial throne, 
ſhould either of them, by a few 
admirers of worldly vanity, ſert- 
ouſly be held, or in flattery be 
call'd the Meſſz2s ; is not ſo ſtrange: 
but that one who was trampled on 
ſo miſerably, and treated as a 
wretched caitiff, ſhould inſtantly 
conquer innumerable hearts, and 
from ſuch a depth of extreme ad- 
verſity, ſhould be advanced to the 
ſublimeſt pitch of glory ; that #he 
Stone which the builders with ſo 
much ſcorn did refuſe, ſhould be- 
come the Head-ſtone of the corner 3 
this (with good aſlurance we may 
ſay ) was the Lord's doing , and 
zt 3s marvellous it Our eyes. 

Hereby indeed the excelency of 
Divine power and wiſedom was 
much glorified ; by ſo impotent, 
ſo improbable, ſo implauſible 

; means 
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means accompliſhing ſo great ef- 
feats; ſubduing the world to o- 
bedience of God, not by the ac- 
tive valour of an illuſtrious Hero, 
but through the patient (ubmiſli- 
on of a poor, abuſed, and oppret- 
ſed perſon ; reſtoring mankind to 
life and happineſs by the forrow- 
full death of a crucified Savi- 
OUr. 


V. Laſtly, The conſideration 
of our Lord's Suffering inthis man- 
ner is very uſefull in application 
to our practice : No point 1s5more 
fruitfull of wholſome inſtruction, 
none is more forcible to kindle 


devout affeftions, none can at- | 
ford more efficacious inducements 


and incentives to a pious life. For 
what Vertue will not a ſcrious 
meditation on the Croſs be apt to 
breed and to cheriſh? to what 
duty will it not engage and ex- 
Cite us ? 
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1. Are we not hence infinitel 
obliged, with moſt humble affett- 
on and hearty gratitude to adore 
each perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity? 

| That God the Father ſhould de- 
ſign ſuch a Redemption for us ; 
not ſparing his own Son, (the Son 
of his love, dear to him as himſelf,) 
but delivering hin up for #8, to be 
thus dealt with for our fake : That 
God would endure to ſee his Son 
in ſo pitifull a condition, to.hear 
him groaning under fo grievous 
preſſures, to let him be ſo horri- 
bly abuſed 3 and that for us, who 
deſerved nothing from him, who 
had demerited ſo much TY 
him ; for us, who were no friends 
to him, (for ever when we were e- 
memies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son; ) who were 
not any ways commendable for 
goodneſs or righteouſneſs: ( for 


Chriſt did ſuffer for ſrnners, the juſt 


for the unjuſt 5 and * God commen- 


ded his love to 4, that while we were 


ſinful, 
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ſforfull , Chriſt died for us : ) That 


God thus ſhould /ove #4 , ſending t ſob. 4. 104 


his Son to be a propitiation for our 
ſens , 1n ſo diſmal a way of ſuffe- 
ring,how ſtupendious1s that good- 
neſs? how vaſt an obligation doth 
it lay upon us to reciprocal affec- 
tion ? If wedo owe all to God, 
as our Maker, from whoſe unde- 
ſerved bounty we did receive all 
that we have 3 how much farther 
do we ſtand indebted to him as 
the authour of our Redemption, 
from whoſe 1l|-deſerved mercy we 
receive a new being, and better 
ſtate 3 and that in a way far more 
obliging 2 For God created us 
with a word, without more coſt 
or trouble : but to redeem us, 
ſtood him in huge expences and 
pains; no leſs then the debaſing 
his onely Son to our frailty, the 
expoling him to more then our 
miſery , the withdrawing his face, 
and reſtraining his bowels from his 
beſt beloyed, It a Jew then were 
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commanded by Law, if a Gentile 
were obliged by Nature, to /ove 
God with all bis heart and all his 
foul 5 what affection doth a Chri- 
ſtian, under the law and duty of 
Grace, owe unto him? by what 


* computation can we reckon that 


Eph. 3.12. 
$- 23 25+ 

Gal. 2. 20, 
Apoc. Is Jo 


Joh. 15. 12. 
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debt ? what faculties have we ſuf- 
ficient to diſcharge it > what fi- 
nite heart can hold an affe&tion 
commenſurate to ſuch an obliga- 
tion ? 
And how can it otherwiſe then 
inflame our heart with love toward 
the Bleſſed Son of God, our Savi- 
our, to conſider, that merely out 
of charitable pity toward us, he 
purpoſely came down from Hea- 
ven, and took our fleſh upon him, 
that he might therein undergo 
thoſe extreme acerbities of pain, 
and thoſe moſt ugly-indignities of 
ſhame for us 2 Greater love (faid 
he) hath no man then this, that a 
141 lay down his life for his friends: 
But that God ſhould lay down - 
lite, 
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life, ſhould pour forth his bloud, 
ſhould be aſperſed with the worſt 
crimes, and cloathed with fouleſt 
ſhame, ſhould be executed on a 
croſs as a malefattour and a {lave, 
for hisenemies and rebellious trai- 
tours , What imagination can de- 
viſe any expreſtion of charity or _ 
friendſhip comparable to this ? 


| Wherefore 1f love naturally be 


productive of love, if friend{hip 
juſtly meriteth a correſpondence 
in good will, what etfect ſhould 
the conſideration of ſo ineffable a 
love, of fo unparallel'd friendſhip 
have upon us ? 

How can any ſerious reflexion 


on this event fail to work hearty - 


gratitude in us toward our good 
Lord 2 For put caſe any perſon 
for our ſake (that he might reſcue 
us from the greateſt miſchiefs, and 
purchaſe for us the higheſt bene- 
fits) willingly ſhould deprivehim- 
ſelf of all his eſtate, (and that a 
very large one, ) of his honour, 
(and 
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(and that a very high one,) of his 
eaſe and pleaſure, (and thoſe the 
molt perfe and aſlured that could 
be ; ) that he ſhould expoſe him- 
ſelf to the greateſt hazzards,ſhould 
endure the foreſt pains, and moſt 
diſpraccfull ignominies 3 ſhould 


proſtitute his life; and in moſt hi- 


deous manner loſe it, meerly 
for our ſake : Should we not then 
apprehend and confeſs our ſelves 
monſtrouſly ingratefull, if we did 
not moſt deeply reſent fich kind- 
neſs ; ifupon all occaſions we did 
not expreſs our thankfulneſs for its 
if we did not ever readily yield 
all the acknowledgment and all 
the requital we were able 2 The 
caſe in regard to our Bleſſed Savi- 
our is like 1n kind ; but in degree, 
what-ever we can ſuppoſe doth in- 
finitely fall below the performan- 
ces of him for us, who ſtooped 
from the tor of Heaven, who laid 
alide the Majeſty and the Felicity 
of God for the infamies and the 
dolours 
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dolours of a Crols, that he might 


redeem us from the torments of 
Hell, and inſtate us in the joys of 


Paradiſe. So- that our obligati- 
ons of gratitude to him are unex- 
preſſibly great; and we cannot 
with any face deny our ſ{clves to 
be moſt baſely unworthy , if the 
effects 1n our heart and life be not 
anſwerable. 


Nor ſhould we __ that alſo 


upon this account we do owe great 
love and thanks to God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who, as he did originally 
conſpire in the wonderfull project 
of our Redemption, as he did exe- 
cutively by miraculous operation 
cordut our Saviour into his fleſh- 


ly tabernacle, as he did by unmea- jo. z. 34; 


ſurable communications of Divine 
virtue atliſt his Humanity through 
all- the courſe of his life; fo mm 
this juncture he did 1n{pire him 
with Charity more then humane, 
and did ſupport him to undergo 
thoſe preſlures with invincible pa- 
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tience ; and fodid fanctifie all this 

Sacerdotal performance, that our 

Lord, as the Apoſtle doth affirm, 

feb. 9:14: did through the eternal Spirit offer 
himſelf without ſpot to God. 

2. What ſurer ground can there 
be of Faithin God, what ſtronger 
encouragement of Hope , then 1s 
ſuggeſted by this conſideration ? 

x per-r. 20 For if God {tedfaſtly did hold his 
Lak, 7.7. Purpoſe, and faithfully did accom- 
pliſh his word in an inſtance fo | 
diſtaſtfull to his own heart and 
bowels ; how can we ever ſuſpect 
his conſtancy and fidelity in any 
caſe 2 how can we diſtruſt the 
completion of any Divine pro- 
mile ? 
Rom. $. 32. If God ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivercd him np for #5, to the 
ſuffering of ſo contumelious aitlic- 
tion, how can we any ways be 
dithdent of his bounty, or deſpair of 
his mercy ? how (as the Apoſtle 
doth argue) ſhall ke not alſo with 
kim freely give us all things £ 
] 
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If ever we be tempted to doubt 
of God's goodneſs, will not this ex- 
periment thereof convince and fa- 
tisfy us? For what higher kindneſs 
could God expreſs , what lower 
condeſcenſion could he vouchſate, 
by what pledge could he more 
clearly or ſurely teſtifie his wil- 
Iingneſs and his delight to doe us 
good, then by thus ordering his 
deareſt Son to undergo fuch milſe- 
rics for us? 

It the greatneſs of our fins dif- 
courageth us from entertaining 
comfortable hopes of mercy, will 
It not rear our hearts, to conlider 
that ſuch a puniſhment hath been 
inflicted to expiate them, which 
might content the moſt rigorous 
ſeverity ; that ſuch a price 1s laid 
down to redeem #4 from the curſe, 
which richly may ſuthce to dil- 
charge itz that ſucha ſacrifice hath 
been offered, which God hath a- 
vowed for moſt available, and ac- 
ceptable to himſelf? So that now 
_- what 
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what can Juſtice exaCt more from 
us? what have we farther to 
doe, then with a penitent and 
thankfull heart to embrace the 
mercy purchaſed for us? Who zs 
he that condemneth, ſeeing Chriſt 
hath died , and hath his own ſelf 
born our ſins in his own body on 
the tree? What-ever the wounds 
of our conſcience be, 1s not #he 
bloud of the croſs, tempered with 
our hearty repentance, and ap- 
plied by a lively faith, a ſovereign 
balſam, of virtue ſufficient to cure 
them 2 and may we not by his 
ſtripes be healed? Have we not 
abundant reaſon, with the Holy 
Apoſtle, to joy ir God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 
receaved the atonement £ Ts 1t not 
to depreciate the worth, to dif- 
parage the ethcacy of our Lord's 
Paſſion, any ways to deſpair of 
mercy, or to be diſconſolate for 
guilt; as if the Croſs were not e- 
nough worthy to compenſate for 
our 
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our unworthineſs, or our Saviour's 
patience could not balance our 
diſobedience ? 

3. It indeed may yield great 
Joy and ſprightly confvulation to 
us, to contemplate our Lord upon 
the Croſs, exerciſing his immenſe 
Charity toward us, tranſacting all 
the work of our Redemption, de- 
all the enemies, and eva- 


teating 
cuating all the obſtacles of our Sal- 


vation. 


May we notdelectably conſider en ;- 
him as there ſtretching forth his ? 
Arms of kindneſs, with them to 
embrace the world, and to re- 
ceive all mankind under the wings 
of his protedion ? as there ſprea- 
ding out his Hands , with them 
earneſtly inviting and intreating 
us toaccept the overtures of grace, 
procured by him for us ? 

Is it not ſweet and fatisfatory, , 
to view our great High Prieſt on cry. 
that high Altar offering up his 7eo1. ex.s; 
awn pure Fleſh, and pouring out 
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Col. 2, 15» 


his precious Bloud, as an univer- 
ſal complete Sacrifice, propitiato- 
ry for the ſins of mankind ? 

Is it not a goodly obje& to be- 
hold humility and patience fo glo- 
riouſly rearing themſelves above 
all worldly, all infernal pride and 
inſolence ; by the Croſle aſcen- 
ding unto the celeſtial :throne 
of Dignity and Majeſty ſuperla- 
tive ? 

Ts 1t not pleaſant to contemplate 
our Lord there ſtanding erect, not 
onely as a reſolute Sufferer, but 
as a noble Conquerour, where ha- 
wing ſpoiled principalities and pow- 
ers, he made a ſolemn. ſhew tri- 
umphing over them? Did ever any 
Conquerour, loftily ſeated in his 
triumphal chariot, yield a ſpecta- 
cle ſo gallant and magnificent ? 
was ever trce adorned with tro- 
phees ſo pompous and fplen- 
did ? | 

To the exteriour view and car- 
nal ſenſe of men, our Lord was 
then 
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CI- | then indeed expoſed to ſcorn and. 


f 
| 
| 


LO- ſhame ; but to ſpiritual and fin- 
cere diſcerning , all his and our 
DE- enemies did there hang up as ob- 
lo- jects of contempt , utterly over- 
Ve thrown and undone. 
nd There the Devil , that ſtrong : i;4:4c. 
N- and ſturdy oze, did hang up bound Milt; 2c55 
ne in chains, difarmed and rifled * #2: 14: 
la- quite battled and confounded, man- 
kind being reſcued from his ty- 
te | rannick power. 
ot There the World; with its vain 
ut | pomps, its counterfeit beaufics, 
a= its bewitching pleaſures, its fond- 
We ly-admired excellencies, did hang 
"1 up all defaced and diſparaged ; as 
1 It appeeared to S. Paul : for, God Gal. 6, 14- 
1s (ſaith he) forbid that I ſhould glo- 
a» |- ry ſave in the croſs of Chriſt , by 
? which the world is crucified to me, 
J- and I unto the world. 
1- There, in a moſt lively repre- 
| ſentation, and molt admirable pat- 
['s tern, was exhibited the wortificati- 64.2.20.4.24, 
AS on of our Fleſh, with its affeFions 5 
n £4 and 
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and liſts; and our old man was 
crucified, that the body of ſin might 
be deſtrozed. 

There our Sins, being (as S. 

Peter telleth us) carried up by hinz 
unto the gibbet, did hang as marks 
of his victorious prowels, as ma- 
lefactours by him condemned in the 
fleſh, as objes of our horrour and 
hatred. 
* Gor. 15, 44, There Death it ſelf hung ga- 
$5.2 Tim.1.10- {ping , with 1ts ſting pulled out, 
19-214 and all its terrours quelled ; his 
Death having prevented ours, and 
induced Immortality. 

There all wrath, eamity, (trite, 
(the banes of comfortable lite,) 
did hang .voliſhed in his fleſh, and 
ſlain upon the croſs, by the bloud 
whereof he made peace, and recon- 
ciled all things in heaven and 
earth. 

There manifold yokes of bon- 
dage; inſtruments of vexation , 
and principles of variance, even 
all the hand-writing of ——— 
that 


&f Pet. 2. 24. 
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that was againſt us, did hang up 
cancelled and nailed to the croſs. 

So much ſweet comfort by ſpi- 
ritual conſideration may be extrac- 
ted from this event, which in ap- 
pearance was moſt doleful], but in 
effect the moſt happy that ever by 
Providence was diſpen&d to the 
world. Farther, 

4. This conſideration 1s moſt 
uſetull to render us very humble 
and ſenſ1ble of our Weakneſs, our 
Vileneſs, our Wretchedneſs. For 
how low was that our Fall, from 
which wecould not be raiſed with- 
out fuch a Depreſſion of God's 
onely Son 2? how great 1s that Im- 
potency , which did need fuch a 
Succour to reheve it 2 how abo- 
minable muſt be that Iniquity , 
which might not be expiated with- 
out ſo coſtly a Sacrifice ? how de- 
plorable is that Miſery, which 
could not be removed without 
commutation of ſo ſtrange a Suffc- 
ring 2 Would the Son of _ 

ave 
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Fundy Leiraoy, have ſo emptied, and abaſed him- 
Pluil, 2. 7» 


{clf for nothing 2 would he have 
endured ſuch pains and ignomi- 
nies for a trifle? No ſurely ; it 
our guilt had been ſlight, 1f our 
caſe had been tolerable, the D1- 
vine Wiſedom would have choſe 
a more cheap and eaſie remedy 
for us. 

Is it not madneſs for usto be con- 
ceited of any Worth 1n our ſelves, 
to confide in any Merit of our 
works, to glory in any thing be- 
longing to us, to fanſite our ſelves 
brave, fine, happy perſons, wor- 
thy of great reſpect and eſteem ; 
whenas our Unworthineſs , our 
Demerit, our forlorn eſtate did 
extort from the moſt gracious God 
adiſpleaſureneeding ſuch a Recon- 
ciliation, did impoſe upon the 
moſt glorious Son of God a ne- 
ceſſity to undergo ſuch a Puniſh- 
ment 1n our behalf ? 

How can we reaſonably pre- 
tend to any Honour, or jultly 
atlume 
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aſlume any regard to our ſclves, 
whenas the Fir{t-born of Heaven, 
the Lord of glory, partaker of D1- 
vine Majeſty , was fain to make 
himſelf of no reputation , to put 
himſelt into the garb of a ſervant , 
and under the imputation of a 
malefactour, to bear ſuch diſgrace 
and: infamy in our room, 1n lieu 
of the confulion due to us ? 

What more palpable confutati- 
on can there be of humane Vani- 
ty and Arrogance,otf all lofty 7»/a- 
27nations, all preſumptuous con- 
fidences, all turgid humours, all 
fond ſelf. pleaſings and ſelt-: 2dmi- 
rings, then 1s that tragical Crolle, 
wherein, as in a glaile, our foul 
deformity, our pitifull meanneſle, 
our helpleſſe infirmity , our ad 
wofulneſle are fo plainly repre- 
ſented e 

Well ſurely may we ſay with 
S. Auſtin, Let man now at length 
bluſh to be proud, for whom God is 
made ſo humble. | And _= Ince \- 
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he doth adde) this great diſeaſe of 
Soul did bring down the Almighty 
Phyſician from Heaven, did hum- 
ble himz to the formof a ſervant, did 


ſubjed him to contumelies, did ſuſ- 


pend him on a Croſs, that this tu- 
manr by virtue of ſo great a medi- 
cine might be cured ; | may not 
he well be preſumed incurable , 
who is not cured of his Pride by 
this medicine ; 1n whom neither 
the reaſon of the caſe , nor the 
force of ſuch an example can work 
Humility ? 

5. But farther, while this con- 
templation doth breed ſober Hu- 
mility, it alſo ſhould preſerve us 
from baſe AbjeQneſle of mind: for 
itdothevidently demonſtrate,that, 
according to God's infallible judg- 
ment, we are very conſiderable 
that our Souls are capable of high 
regard 3 that it 18a = pity we 
ſhould be loſt and abandoned to 
ruine. For ſurely, had not God 


much * eſteemed and rceſpefted m 
E 
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he would not for our fakes have ſo 
debaſed himſelf, or deigned toen- 
dure ſo much for our recovery : 
Divine Juſtice would not have 
exated or accepted ſuch a ran- 
ſome for our Souls, had they been 
of little worth. We ſhould not 
therefore {]1ght our ſelves, nor de- 
mean our ſelves like ſorry con- 


_— 


mn. 
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$1 vobis ex 
terrens frapilie 
tate viles eſtis, 


ex pretio veſirs 
vos eſtzmaics 


temptible wretches, as 1f we de- Aut 


ſerved no conlideration, no pit 
from our ſelves 3 as it we thought 


our Souls not worth ſaving, which ,g, ,,. ,s. 


yet our Lord thought good to 
purchaſe at ſo dear a rate. By f9 
deſpiſing or diſregarding our 
ſelves, do we not condemn the 
ſentiments, do we not vilifie the 
Sufferings of our Lord ; ſo with 
a pitifull meanneſs of ſpirit joining 
the moſt unworthy injuſtice and 
ingratitude ? Again, 

6. How can we reflect upon 
this event without extreme Dit- 
pleaſure againſt, and hearty De- 
teſtation of our Sins ? thote f1ns 


which 
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which indeed did bring ſuch tor- 
tures and ſuch diſgraces upon our :' 
Bleſled Redeemer ? Jxudas, the 
wretch who betrayed him, the - 
Jewiſh Prieſts who did accuſe and 
proſecute him , the wicked rout | 
which did abuſtvely inſult over 
him, thoſe cruel hands that ſmote 
him, thoſe pitileſs hearts that ſcorn'd 
him, thoſe poiſonous tongues that 
mocked him and reviled him, all 
thole who were the inſtruments | 
and abettours of his affliction, how | 
do weloath and abhorthem ? how | 
do we deteſt their names, and exe- 
crate their memories 2 But how 
much greater reaſon have we to a- 
bominate our Sins, which were the | 
true, the principal actours of all 
Rem. 4.25, that wofull tragedy? He was de- 
livered for our offences : They were | 
indeed the traitours, which by 
the hands of Judas delivered him 
poH, 53-30 UP. He that knew 10 (in, 45 12ade 
{1 for #s, that 1s, was accuſed, was 
condemned , was executed as a 
ſinner 
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ſinner for us. It was therefore We, 
whoby our ſins did impeach him; 
the ſpitefull Prieſts were but our 
advocates : We by them did ad- 
judge and ſentence him 3 Plate 
was but drawn in againſt his will 
and conſcience, to be our ſpokes- 
man 1n that behalf : We by them 
did inflict that horrid puniſhment 
on him 3 the Roman executioners 
were but our repreſentativesthere- 
in. He became a curſe for ws ;that 
1s, all the mockery, deriſfion and 
contumely he endured, did pro- 
ceed fromus z thefilly people were 
but properties aGing our parts. 
Our Sins were they that cried out, 
Crucifige,(Crucify him, crucify him, ) 
with clamours more loud and more 
1mportunate thendid allthe Fewifh 
rabble : it was they, which by the 
borrowed throats ofthat baſe peo- 
ple did fo outrageoully perſccute 
him. He was wonnded for our tranſ- 
grelſrons, and bruiſed for our ini- 
quitics: It was they which by the 
bands 
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hands of the fierce ſouldiers, and 
of the rude populacy, as by ſenſe- 
leſs engines, did buffet and ſcourge 
him 3 they by the nails and thorns 
did pierce his fleſh, and rend his 
Sacred body. Upon them there- 
fore 1t 1s moſt juſt and fit that we 
ſhould turn our hatred, that we 
ſhould diſcharge our indigna- 
tion. 

7. And what 1n reaſon can be 
more powerfull toward working 
penitential Sorrow and Remorſe, 
then reflexion upon ſuch horrible 
effects, proceeding from our ſins? 
How can we forbear earneſtly to 
grieve, conſidering our ſelves by 
them to have been the perfidious 
betrayers, the unjuſt {landerers,the 
cruel perſecutours, and barbarous 
murtherers of a perſon ſo 1nno- 
cent and lovely, ſo good and be- 
nign, ſo great and glorious; of 
God's own dear Son, of our beſt 
Friend, of our molt gracious Re- 
deemer 2? 

2, If 
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ſo far,and hereby melt us into con- 
trition 3 Fet ſurely this conſidera- 
tion muſt needs affect us with a re- 


ligious Fear. For can we otherwiſe pra, 114. 129; 


then tremble to think upon the 
hainous guilt of our ſins, upon the 
dreadful] fierceneſs of God's wrath 
againſt them, upon the 1mpartial 
ſeverity of Divine judgment for 
them, all ſo manifeſtly diſcovered, 
all fo livelily ſet forth 1n this dil- 
mal ſpectacle? It the view of an 
ordinary execution 1s apt to beget 
in us ſome terrour, ſome dread of 
the Law, ſome reverence toward 
Authority ; what awfull impreſſt- 
ons ſhould this fingular example 
of Divine Juſtice work upon us ? 

How greatly we ſhould be mo- 
ved thereby , what affeCtions tt 
ſhould raiſe in us, we may even 
learn from the molt inanimate crea- 
tures: for the whole world did 
ſeem alieCtcd thereat with horrour 


and confuſion; the frame of things 
was 
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was diſcompoſed and diſturbed ; 
all Nature did feel a kind of com- 
paſſion and compunction for it. 
The Sun (as from averſion and 
ſhame) did hide his face, leaving 
the world covered for three hours 
with mournfull blackneſs ; the 
Bowels of the earth did yern and 
quake ; the Rocks did ſplit ; the 
Veil of the Temple was rent ; the 
Graves did open themſelves, and 
the Dead bodies were rouzed up. 
And can we then (who are the 
molt concerned in the event) be 
more ſtupid then the Earth, more 
obdurate then Rocks, more drow- 
Zy then interr'd Carcaſes, the moſt 
inſenſible and immovable things in 
nature ? But farther, 

9. How can the meditation on 
this event doe otherwiſe then 
hugely Deterr us from all wiltull 
diſobedience and commiſſion of 
ſm? For how thereby can we 
violate ſich engagements, and 
thwart ſuch an example of obedt- 


Ence ? | 
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ds ence 2 how thereby can we abuſe 
M- ſo wonderfull goodneſs, and dif: 
It. oblige ſo tranſcendent charity ? 
ind how thereby can we reject that 
Ng gentle dominion over us, which 
urs our. Redeemer did fo dearly PUr- Tj. 2. 14. 
the chaſe, or renounce the Lord that *Pe 114,15; 
ind bought 5 at ſo high a rate ? with 2 Cur. 5. » 
the what heart can we bring up ON 1 Cor. 6. 
the the ſtage, and act over that dire- 
and full tragedy, renewing all that 
UP. pain and all that diſgrace to our 
_ Saviour ; as the Apoltle teacheth 

e 


that we doe by Apoſtaſy, crucif 5- Heb. 6, C, 


Ore ing to our ſelves the Son of God a- rm 
DW- | freſh, and putting him to an open 
noſt | "ſhame 2 Can wewithout horrour 
3S IN tread under foot the Son of God, 119, to. 29, 
and count the bloud of the Covenant 
1ON | ar unholy thing 5, (as the ſame di- 
hen | vine Apoſtle ſaith all wilfull tranſs (wee 5464 
greftours do ; ) vilitying that moſt ray; oy "iis 
1 of ſacred and precious Bloud, ſo free- 

WE ly ſhed for the demonſtration of 

and God's mercy, and ratiftcation of 
edt- his gracious intentions toward 1: 
* 2 al 
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as a thing of no ſpecial worth or 
conſideration; deſpiſing all his fo 
kind and painfull endeavours for 
our Salvation ; defeating his moſt 
charitable purpoſes, and earneſt de- 
fires for our wellfare ; rendring all 
his ſo bitter- and loathſom Suffe- 
rings 1n regard to us utterly vain 
> fruitleſs, yea indeed very hurt- 
fall and pernicious ? for 1f the 
Croſs do not ſave us from our fins, 
it will much aggravate their guilt, 
and augment their pumſhment 3 
bringing a ſeverer condemnation, 
and a ſadder ruie on us. A- 
gan, 

Io. This confideration affordeth ' 
very {trong engagements to the ; 
practice of Charity toMrds our 
ncighbour. For what heart can 
be 1o hard, that the bloud of the 
Croſs cannot mollihe into a chari- | 
table and compaſſionate ſenſe? 
Can we forbear to love thofe, to- 
ward whom our Saviour did bear 
10 tender attection, for whom he 
was 
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was pleaſed to ſuſtain 10 wotull 
tortures and indignities 2 Shall 
we not, 1n obedience to his moſt 
urgent commands, 1n conformity 
to his moſt notable example, in 

ratefull return to him for his be- 
nefits, who thus did gladly ſuffer 
for us, diſcharge this moſt ſweet 
and eafte duty towards his belo- 
ved friends? Shall we not be wil- 
ling, by parting with a little ſu- 
perfluous ſtuff for the relief of our 
poor brother, to requite and gra- 
tifie him, who, to ſuccour us in 
our diſtreſſe, moſt bountifully did 
part with his wealth , with his 
glory, with his pleaſure, with his 
life it ſelf 2 Shall we not meekly 
comport with an infirmity, not 
bear a petty neglect, not forgive a 
{mall injury to our brother, when- 
as our Lotd did for us, ana from 
us bear a Croſs, to procure re- 
miſſion for our innumerable molt 
hainous affronts and oifences a- 
gainſt Almighty God 2 Can a 


EF -3 heart 


Þ * }f, 3. I. 
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Joh, 15, 120 


Fol, 13+ 35» 
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Noll, 5+ 2e 
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heart void of mercy and pity, with 
any reaſon or modeſty pretend to 
the merciesand compaſiions of the 
Croſs? Can we hope, that God 
for Chriſt's ſake will pardon us, if 
we for Chriſt's ſake will not forgive 
our neighbour ? 

Can we hear our Lord ſaying 
to us, This is my command , That 
ze love one another, as T have loved 
you; and, Hereby ſhall all wen know 
that ze are my diſciples, if ye love 
one another £ Canwe hear S. Pal 
cxhorting, Walk iz love, as Chriſt 
alſo hath loved as, and hath given 
himſelf for us, an offering and a ſa- 
crifice to God for a ſweet-ſmelling 
{avour ; and, We that are ſtrong 


f 
ought to bear the iniquities of the 


weak— For even Chriſt pleaſed not 
himſelf, but, as it is written, 1he 
reproaches of ther that reproached 
thee, fell 01 t1e © Can we attend to 


S. Johr''s arguing, Beloved, if God 


fo loved ws, then ought we alſo to 


love one anotrer, Hereby we percezve 
the 


a 
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the love of God, becauſe he laid down 
his life for us: wherefore we ought to 
lay down our lives for the bretk ren © 
Canwe, I fay, conſider ſuch 
Precepts, "and ſuch Dit ourlſes , 
without effectually being ditpoſed 
to comply with = os for the ſake 
of our crucified Saviour ; all whoſe 
Life was nothing ellc but one con- 
tinual recommendation and en- 
forcement of this duty ; but his 
Death eſpecially was a pattern 
moſt obliging , moſt incentive 
thereto 2 This uſe of the Point 
1s the more to be regarded, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle doth apply it 
hereto, our Text coming in upon 
that occaſion : for having pathet1- 
cally exhorted the Phzlippians to 
all kinds of charity and humble 


condeſcenſion, he ſubjoyneth, Lef opti, 2.5, — 


this mind be in you which was in 
Chriſt Jour: Who being in the form 
of God, & 

II. But furthermore, What can 


be more operative then this point 
P 4 toward 


————_— —— — —— — — — 
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roward breeding a Diſregard of 
this world with all 1ts deceitfull 
vanities, and miſchievous delights; 
toward Reconciling our minds to 
the worſt condition into which it 
can bring us 3 toward Supporting 
our hearts under the heavieſt pref- 
ſures of affliction which 1t can lay 
upon us? For can wereaſonabl 
expect, can weeagerly affect, can 
we ardently deſire great proſpe- 
rity, whenas the Son of God, our 
Lord and - Maſter, did onely taſte 
ſuch adverfity 2 How can were- 
fuſe, in ſubmiſhon to God's plea- 
ſure , contentedly to bear a flight 
grievance, whenas 'our Saviour 
gladly did bear a Croſs, infinitely 
more diſtaſtfull to carnal will and 
ſenſe then any that can befall us ? 
Who now can admire thoſe ſplen- 
did trifles, which our Lord never 
did regard in his life, and which 
at his death onely did ſerve to 
mock and abuſe him 2 Who can 
rc}1{h thoſe ſordid pleaſures, of 
which 
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Which he living did not vouchſafe 
to taſte, and the contraries where- 
of he dying choſe to feel in all cx- 
tremity> Whocan diſdain orde- 
ſpiſe aſtate of ſorrow and diſgrace, 
which he, by voJuntary ſuſcept1- 
on of it, hath ſo dignified and gra- 
ced ; by which we 1o near reſem- 
ble and become conformable to 
lim; by which we concur and 
partake with him 3 yea, by which 
in ſome caſes we may promote.and 
after a fort complete his deligns, 
filling up, ( as S. Paul tpeaketh) 
that which is behind of the afflidi- 
ons of Chriſt in our fleſh £ 

Who now can hugely prefer 
being eſteemed, approved, favou- 
red, commended by men, betore 
infamy , reproach , derilton, and 
perſecution from them; eſpecially 
when theſe do follow contcicnt- 


Rom, 8, I'7s 
Pl, 2. 10+ 
APoc, I. 9. 
I Pet, 4. 13s 


Coloſ. I. 24, 


ous adherence to righteouſnets 2 pleas 


Who can be very ambitious of 


worldly honour and repute, Cove- 


tous of wealth, or greedy of plica- +: 


ture, 


Cem TRIP "Oy die 
uv tis lution 

je utabiniw, 
tier. 4% NEO 


”y 
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jure, who doth obſerve the Son 
of God chuling rather to hang up- 
on a Croſs, then to fit upon a 
Throne ; inviting the clamours of 
icorn and ſpite, rather then accla- 
mations of bleſiing and praiſe ; 
develting himſelf of all ſecular 
power, pomp , plenty, convent- 
Encies and ſolaces 5 embracing the 
garb of a (Jave, and the repute of 
a malctactour, before the dignity 
and reſpect of a Prince, which 
were his due, which he moſt ea- 
{ily could have obtained ? 

Can we imagine 1t avery happy 
thing, to be high and proſperous 
in this world, to ſwim 1n affluence 
and pleafure 2 Can we take it for 
a miſery, to be mean and low, to 
conflict with ſome wants and 
[treights here ; ſeeing the Foun- 
tain of all happineſs did himſelf 
purpoſely condeſcend to ſo for- 
jorn a ſtate, and was pleaſed to 
become ſo deep a Sufferer 2 It 


with devout eyes of our mind we 
do 
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do behold our Lord, hanging na- 
ked upon a gibbet, beſmeared all 


bloud , groaning under ſmart an- 

guiſh of pain,cncompalled with all 
ſorts of diſgracetull abuſcs, zzel- 
ding (as 1t was foretold of him) 
his back to the ſmiters, and his . 
cheeks to them who plucked off” the 
hair, . hiding not his face front ſhame 
and "ſpitting : 5 will not the 1mag1- 
nation of ſuch a ſpectacle dim the 
Juſtre of all Ka grandeurs and 
beauties, damp the ſenſe of all 
carnal delights and fatisfactions , 

quaſh all that extravagant glee 
which we can find in any wild 
frolicks, or riotous merriments ? 
w1ll it not ſtain all our pride, and 
check our wantonneſs ? will it not 


diſpoſe our minds to be ſober, pla- 


cing our happineſs in things of a- 
nother nature, ſeeking our con- 
tent 1n matters of higher 1impor- 
tance 3 preferring obedience to 
the will of God before compli- 
ance 


over With {ſtreams of his own 


ia, 56s 


| .88 


A Sermon upon the Paſſton | 


——_ 


ance with the fancies and defjres 
of men ? according to that pre- 


x Pet. 4. 1, 2: Cept Of S. Peter, Foraſmuch ther 


Grace 


. © d 
$4 0» DO 


as Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the 
fleſh, arm your ſelves likewiſe with 
the ſame mind — ſo as no longer to 
live the remaining time in the fleſh, 
to the luſt s of men, but to the will 
of God. 

12. This indeed will inſtruc 
and incline us chearfully to Sub- 
mit unto God's will, and gladly 
to accept from his hand what-ever 
he diſpoſeth , however grievous 
and aftictive to our natural will ; 
this point ſuygeſting great com- 
mendation of Aﬀictions,and {tron 
conſolation under them. For it 
ſuch hardſhip was to our Lord 
himfelta ſchool of duty, he (asthe 
Apoſtle ſaith) /carning obedience 


im2Heb.s.S. (50772 what he ſuffered 5 1t 1t was to 


fleb. 2. 19. 


him a fit mean of perfection, as 
the Apoſtle dothagain imply when 
he faith, that it became God to 
perfet the captain of our ſalvation 


by 


of our B ſefſed >awviour. 
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by ſuffering : ; 1f it was an attractive 

of the Divine favour evei, to him, 

as thoſe words import, Therefore Jeb, 194 17, 

the Father loveth me, becai:ſe I liy 

down my life ; 1t 1t was to him a 

{tep toward glory, according to 

that ſaying, I's not Chriſt to (af- Luk, 24. 25s 

fer, and ſo to enter into his glory 2 

yea,it 1t wasa ground of conferring 

on him a ſublime pitch of dignity 

above all creatures, G9d for this Phil. 2. 5 

obedience having exalted him, and 

given him a name above all names 5 

We ſeeing Jeſus — for Ale ſuffe ring Heb, 2. 9s 

of death,crowned with glory ..nd ho- 

mOour 5 the heavenly ſociety 11 the 

Revelations with one voice crying 

out, Worthy is the Lamb that was Res. 5. 12, 9. 

lain (who redeemed us to God by 

tis bloud) to receive power, and 

riches, and wijedon, and ſtrength, 

and honour, and glory, and bleiſive < 

It Afiliction did miniiter ſuch ad- 
vantages to him 5 and it by our 

conformity to him in undergoing 

It, (with hike cquanimity, humi- 

Iity, 
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ity, and patience) 1t may afford 
the like to us; what reaſon 1s 
there that we ſhould any-wiſe be 
diſcompoſed at 1t, or diſconſolate 
under 1t 2 Much greater reaſon, 
ſurely, there 1s, that, with S. Pal, 
and all the Holy Apoſtles, we 
» (Rom: 5- 3- ſhould * rejoyce, boaſt, and ex- 
Marth. 5. 12. Ult 11 our tribulations : far more 
Mr 1 23 cauſe we have, with them, to 
pm.h.4*, Eſteem it a favour, a privilege , 
Heb. 19: 34+ An Ornament, a ftelicity tous, then 
Heb. 12. 2.— tO be difpleaſed and diſcontented 
t cor-1-4 therewith. 


To doe thus 1s a duty incum- 
r Theſ.3-3 bent on us as Chriſtians. For, 
om. 8. 29, 


A. 14.22. * Fe, faith our Maſter, that doth 


* Manthao.38. 708 take up his croſs, and follow 
+ +> 8g me, # not worthy of me 5 He that 
9. 23. doth not carry his croſs, and go af- 
ter me, cannot be my dijciple. He 
Grp. xaz. that doth not willingly take the 
ora. 334-23: crols when it is preſented to him 
by God's hand, he that doth not 
contentedly bear it when it 1s by 
rrovidence impoſed on him, 15 - 
Wiſe: 


" OUT Bleſſed Saviour. 
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wiſe m_ of the honour to wait 
on 6hriſt ; h:; is not capable to be 
reckoned among the Diſciples of 
our Heavenly Maſter. He 1s of 
worthy of Chriſt, as not having the 
courage, the conſtancy, the ſſhce- 
rity of a Chriſtian 3 or of one pre- 
tending to ſuch great benefits,ſfuch 
high privileges, fuch excellent re- 
wards, as Criſt our Lord and Sa- 
viour doth propoſe. He carrot be 
Chriſt's diſciple, ſhewing ſuch an 
incapacity to learn thoſe necdfull 
leſſons of humility and patience 
dictated by him ; declaring ſuch 
an indiſpoſition to tranſcribe thoſe 
Copies of ſubmiſſion to the Divine 
will, ſclt-denial, and ſelt-refigna- 
tion, ſo fairly ſet him by the 1n- 
ſtruction and example of Chriſt : 


for Chriſt (faith S. Peter ) ſuffered 


for us, leaving us an example, that 


we ſhould follow his ſteps. 

13. The willing fuſception and 
the "chearfull fiftenance of the 
Croſs 1s indeed the expreſs condt- 
tion, 


Ur Pra egy 
Ur Murray, 
1 Pet. 2, 21, 
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| the enemies thereof, was well a(- 


tion, and the peculiar charader of 
our Chriſtianity z in figntfication 
whereof, it hath been from moſt 
ancient times a conſtant uſage to 
mark thoſe who-enter 1nto it with 
the Fgure of it. The Crols, as the 
inſtrument by which our Peace 
with God was wrought, as the 
ſtage whereon our Lord did act 
the laſt part of his marvellous obe- 
dience, conſummating our Re- 
demption, as the field wherein 
the Captain of our Salvation did 
atchieve his noble victories, and 
erect his glorious trophees over all 


ſamed to be the badge of our pro- 
fc{h1on, the enſign of our ſpiritual 
warfare, the pledge of our con- 
ſtant adherence to our crucified 
Saviour ; inrelation to whom our 
chief hope 1s grounded, our great 
joy and fole glory doth conſiſt : 
for God forbid, ſaith S. Paul, that 
I ſhould glory ſave in the croſs of 
Chriſt, 


14. Let 
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I4. Let it be tothe Jews a ſcar- r Cor. my 


dal, (or offenſive to their fancy, 
prepoſleſſed with expetationsof a 
Meſſzas flouriſhing in ſecular pomp 
and proſperity,) let it be folly to 
the Greeks, (or ſeem abſurdfgo 
men puffd up and corrupted in 


mind with fleſhly notions and 


maximes of worldly craft, diſpo- 
ſing them to value nothing which 
15 not gratefull to preſent ſenſe Or 
fancy,) that God ſhould put his 
own moſt beloved Son into ſo ve- 
ry ſad and deſpicable a condition; 
that ſalvation from death and mi- 


{ery ſhould be procured by ſo mi- ori. in c/;3:; 


Fe 79- 


ſerable a death ; that eternal joy, 
glory and happineſs ſhould iiſue 
from theſe fountains of ſorrow and 
ſhame; that a perſon in external 
ſemblance devoted to fo oppro- 
brious uſage, ſhould be the Lord 
and Redeemer of mankind, the 
King and Judge of all the world ; 
Let, I fay, this doctrine be ſcan- 

G daloys 
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dalous and diſtaſtfull to ſome j per- 
ſons tainted with prejudice : let 
it be ſtrange and incredible to o- 
_ blinded with ſelt-conceit ; 

11 the inconſiderate, all the 
d, all the profane part of man- 
find openly with their mouth, or 
cloſely in heart, {light and reject 
it: Yer to us it muſt appear grate- 
fujl and joyous ; to us it is ms; 
. AG, 4 faithful and moſt credi- 
- ble pr opoſt tion, worthy of all acce- 
ptation, that Teſs 4 C hriſt came into 
the w:rld to ſave ſinners, 1n this 
way of ſuffering for them : To us, 
who diſcern by a clearer light,and 
are endowed with a purer ſenſc, 
kindled by the Divine Spirit ; 
from whence we may with com- 
fortable ſatisfaction of mind appre- 
hend and taſte, that God could 
not in a higher meaſure, or fitter 
manner 11Juſtrate his plorious at- 
tributes of Goodneſs and Juſtice, 
his infinite Grace and Mercy to- 


ward 


q 
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ward his poor creatures, his holy 
Diſpleaſyre againft wickedneſs, his 
impartial Severity in puniſhing 
iniquity and 1mplety, or 1n vin- 
dicating his own facred honour 
and authority, then by thus orge- 
ring his onely Son, cloathed with 
our nature, to ſuffer for us : : that 
alſo true Vertue and Goodneſs 
could not otherwiſe be taught, be 
excmplificd , be commended and 
impretted with greater advan- 
tage. 

Since thereby indeed a Charity 
and Humanity ſo unparalleld, (far 
tranſcending theirs who have been 
celcbrated for devoting their lives 
out of love to their cauntrey, or 
kindneſs to their friends,) a Meek- 
neſs fo incomparable, a ReſfolJuti- 
on ſo invincible , a Patience fo 
heroical, were manifeſted for the 
inſtruction and direction of men 3; 
ſince never were the vices and the 
vanities of the world (fo prejudi- 

G 2 cial 


A Sermon upon the Paſſion 


o Joh, 2. 2. 
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cial to the welfare of mankind ) 
ſo remarkably diſcountenanced ; 
ſince never any 'ſuffering could 
pretend to ſo worthy and benefi- 
cial effefts, the expiation of the 


whole world's fins, and reconc1l1- 


ation of mankind to God, the 
which no other performance, no 
other ſacrifice did ever aimto pro- 
cure ; fince, in fine, no Vertue 
had ever ſo glorious rewards, as 
ſovereign dignity to him that ex- 
erciſed it, and eternal happineſs 
to thoſe who imitate 1t ; ſince, I 
ſay , there be ſuch excellent uſes 
and fruits of the Crofs born by our 
Saviour : we can have no reaſon 
to be offended at it, or aſhamed 
of it 5 but with all reaſon heartily 
ſhould approve, and humbly 
adore the deep wiſedom of God, 
together with all other his glo- 
rious attributes diſplayed there- 
in. To whom therefore, as 


1s moſt due, let us devoutly ren- 
der 
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d ) der all glory and praiſe. And, 


ed; | Onto him that loved #3, and Apace 1.5, be 
Zald waſhed us from our ſins in his bloud, 
1ef1- and hath made us Kings and Prieſts 
"the unto God and his Father, to him 


——_— 


c1ilt- be glory and dominion for ever and 
the ever. Bleſſang, and Honour, and apc. $. 1 
no Glory, and Power , be unto hint 
pro- | that ſutteth upor: the Throne, and 
rtue unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
, as |. Amen, 
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